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( s 22 s 22 girlfriend and Charity/fundraising organiser) stated: 
 

s 
22s 
22

Confirmed that the weekend fishing trip was as a result of Charity. 
 was currently undergoing chemotherapy but the diagnosis remains terminal. 
 was well at this point in time and able to speak with the Investigator. 

s 22 stated: 
 No monies changed hands, it was for him, for charity. 
 He was on the end of the sling and was the pilot. 
 
 He was uncertain as to the exact location but it was along a beach. 
 He believed that s 22 had been doing him a favour, didn’t think he ( s 22 ) was doing anything 

wrong and had shown him a weekend of a life time. 

had taken him along the beach and back, over the 

 He did not know what height the helicopter had flown but his feet had been just over the top of the water, 5 
to 6 ft. 

 He had felt safe and not in any danger and that the operation had been conducted in a safe and professional 
manner. 

 He had received a safety briefing and could recall it including the life jacket, the harness and the knife. 
 He did wear a life jacket, helmet and closed in shoes. 
 He was not prepared to commit to providing a written statement. He did not want to get him in trouble as 

he was doing him a favour. 

s 22 (Author of article) stated: 
 He believed that it was a boys weekend fishing trip and later found out about s 22

He ( s 22s 22
situation and 

that had done it for charity. No monies changed hand. ) provided the 
accommodation. 

 His place is located about 300 metres from one mile creek. 
 He was the author of the article, however things were altered by another person (magazine editor) to 

enhance the story. 
 

s 22
s 
22s 22

He was present, with s 22 , for the sling operation. 
s 22 had flown the helicopter and had been on the sling. 

 had been on the sling for about 5 minutes. 
 had taken him up the beach and back, not sure but about 200‐300 metres, flying very slowly, at a 

height of about 100 ft. 
 He was present for the safety briefing s 22 gave s 

22
. He told him he had to wear certain things and they 

went through hand signals, knife, life jacket, helmet and boots. He went through a lot with him. 
 s 

22
wore a life jacket, helmet and boots. They talked about the sling and how to unhook. He did a fair talk to 

s 22
s 22

him before he took him. appeared to be taking it very seriously. 
 He believed that the sling operation came about so could have a go at experiencing how it felt to be in a 

sling. He thought it was done safely and professionally, it was a long safety briefing. 
 He had taken the photograph of the sling operation. He was prepared to give a statement. 

supplied, via email, the photograph that had appeared in the article to the Investigator. See attached 
photograph.) 

Considered Offences: CAR 151(1), 250(1A) and 157(1). 

Submitted as tasked. 

He could not recall the date, possibly June 2013. 

s 22

later s 22

 He had wanted to do it to experience what it would be like, it was a good experience for him. 
 were present. 
 He was on the sling for about 5 minutes. 

shallow water. 

s 22
s 22
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Investigator - Canberra 
Investigations Branch 
Legal Services Division 

2 



  
 

                                        
 
 
 

   

  

 

 
 

                                       
                                          
                                       

 
                   

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Civil Aviation Safety Authority
Ph: 02 6217 1292 
Mob: 0420 500166 

From: 
Sent:

s 22
 Tuesday, 11 March 2014 10:55 AM 
s 22

s 22
To: 
Subject: FW: Part IIIA investigation - [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

UNCLASSIFIED 

s 22

s 22

s 22
s 22

s 22

s 22
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Please conduct a half day tasking in relation to this matter to ascertain the facts and circumstances of the alleged 
incident. In particular, I would like to know what the suspect has to say; and what the person slung beneath the 
helicopter is prepared to say (assuming he is willing and able to do so noting his alleged medical condition). 

Please provide me with your findings at your earliest opportunity. 

Regards, 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 March 2014 8:20 AM 
To: 
Subject: Part IIIA investigation - [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Senior Investigator 
Investigations Branch/Legal Services Division 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
GPO Box 2005 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
T: (02) 6217 1439 
M: 0428 030 069 

3 
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 Conveyed him along the shoreline for about 200‐300 metres, flying at a height between 100 to 110ft. 
 Operation was a private operation – no authorisation. 
 He had done it because s 22 wanted to experience what he ( s 22 ) did for work. He thought why not as 

did not have long to live. 

s 22

 He didn’t think he needed authorisation for it, he thought that if he had the right equipment and was 
endorsed to do sling loads that he could. He thought that if he wasn’t getting paid for it, he could do it, as 
long as it was done safely. 

 s 22
s 22

were present during the operation. 
 He did give a safety briefing which entailed – life jacket, knife, helmet, shoes, E.L.T and hand signals. 

wore a life jacket and helmet. 

s 22

 Sling was double hooked, double line and correct rigging gear, as used for a normal operation. 
 Further commented – As he was certified to do it and thought if it was done safely, he could s 22 was dying 

and he thought he would do it and it was okay. He does this for a job for four months of the year and has 
been doing it for ten years – believed he could do it safely. 

s 22

s 22
s 22

s 22

s 22

 He had wanted to do it to experience what it would be like, it was a good experience for him. 
 were present. 
 He was on the sling for about 5 minutes. 

shallow water. 

s 22
s 22

s 22

He could not recall the date, possibly June 2013. 

s 22

 was currently undergoing chemotherapy but the diagnosis remains terminal. 
 was well at this point in time and able to speak with the Investigator. 

s 22
s 22

s 22

s 22
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girlfriend and Charity/fundraising organiser) stated: 

 Confirmed that the weekend fishing trip was as a result of Charity. 

stated: 
 No monies changed hands, it was for him, for charity. 
 He was on the end of the sling and was the pilot. 
 
 He was uncertain as to the exact location but it was along a beach. 
 He believed that had been doing him a favour, didn’t think he ( s 22 ) was doing anything 

wrong and had shown him a weekend of a life time. 

had taken him along the beach and back, over the 

 He did not know what height the helicopter had flown but his feet had been just over the top of the water, 5 
to 6 ft. 

 He had felt safe and not in any danger and that the operation had been conducted in a safe and professional 
manner. 

 He had received a safety briefing and could recall it including the life jacket, the harness and the knife. 
 He did wear a life jacket, helmet and closed in shoes. 
 He was not prepared to commit to providing a written statement. He did not want to get him in trouble as 

he was doing him a favour. 

(Author of article) stated: 
 He believed that it was a boys weekend fishing trip and later found out about situation and 

that had done it for charity. No monies changed hand. He ( ) provided the 
accommodation. 

 His place is located about 300 metres from one mile creek. 
 He was the author of the article, however things were altered by another person (magazine editor) to 

enhance the story. 
 

s 22
s 22
s 22

He was present, with , for the sling operation. 
s 22 had flown the helicopter and had been on the sling. 

 had been on the sling for about 5 minutes. 
 had taken him up the beach and back, not sure but about 200‐300 metres, flying very slowly, at a 

height of about 100 ft. 
 He was present for the safety briefing s 22 gave s 22 He told him he had to wear certain things and they 

went through hand signals, knife, life jacket, helmet and boots. He went through a lot with him. 
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 He believed that the sling operation came about so could have a go at experiencing how it felt to be in a 
sling. He thought it was done safely and professionally, it was a long safety briefing. 

 s 22wore a life jacket, helmet and boots. They talked about the sling and how to unhook. He did a fair talk to 
s 22

s 22
him before he took him. appeared to be taking it very seriously. 

 He had taken the photograph of the sling operation. He was prepared to give a statement. ( s 22 later 
supplied, via email, the photograph that had appeared in the article to the Investigator. See attached 
photograph.) 

Considered Offences: CAR 151(1), 250(1A) and 157(1). 

Submitted as tasked. 

s 22

Investigator - Canberra 
Investigations Branch 
Legal Services Division
Civil Aviation Safety Authority
Ph: 02 6217 1292 
Mob: 0420 500166 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 March 2014 8:20 AM 
To: 
Subject: Part IIIA investigation -

s 22

s 22
s 22

s 22

s 22

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 11 March 2014 10:55 AM 
To: 
Subject: FW: Part IIIA investigation - Wright [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

s 22

s 22
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Please conduct a half day tasking in relation to this matter to ascertain the facts and circumstances of the alleged 
incident. In particular, I would like to know what the suspect has to say; and what the person slung beneath the 
helicopter is prepared to say (assuming he is willing and able to do so noting his alleged medical condition). 

Please provide me with your findings at your earliest opportunity. 

Regards, 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

UNCLASSIFIED 

s 22

Senior Investigator 
Investigations Branch/Legal Services Division 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
GPO Box 2005 
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CANBERRA ACT 2601 
T: (02) 6217 1439 
M: 0428 030 069 
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