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A
N OTHER BU S Y h o l i d ay season in
Au s tra l i a . Plane loads of f a m i l i e s
cross the country to join loved ones

or escape them . Those flying with infants
f ace dec i s i ons abo ut the best way to keep
their little ones safe.

Su pp l em en t a ry loop belts – also known as
infant seatbelts – must be used for all infants
carried in the arms of adult passengers. The
belt has a sti tch ed loop thro u gh wh i ch the
adult belt is passed . It is fasten ed around the
infant and attached to a fully secured adult
seatbelt.

In Au s tra l i a , a i rlines provi de the spec i a l
belts.Flight attendants brief parents on the
belts’ use,and,if necessary, help with fitting
t h em . However, t h ere is a limit to the
nu m ber of infants all owed to be carri ed . For
example, one airline’s 737s carry only eight
supplementary loop belts.

Th ere has been some con f u s i on over reg u-
l a ti ons governing re s traint of infants carri ed
in the arm s . Civil Avi a ti on Order 20.16.3
states:When an infant is carried in the arms
or on the lap of a passenger … the seatbelt,
when required to be worn,shall be fastened
a round the passen ger carrying or nu rs i n g
the infant, but not around the infant.

This CAO should not be con s tru ed as
allowing an infant to travel unrestrained in
an airc ra f t . Reg u l a ti ons requ i re all passen-
gers and crew mem bers to be re s tra i n ed . Th e
i n tent of the CAO is to make it clear that the

adult seatbelt cannot be used to restrain the
b a by. If the seatbelt was passed around bo t h
the parent and ch i l d , the parent would cru s h
the child against the restraint if the aircraft
stopped suddenly, in a rejected take-off, for
example.

To avoid con f u s i on , CASA recen t ly issu ed
CAAP 235-2(1) to cl a rify the reg u l a ti on s ,
re s pon s i bi l i ties of the carri er and correct use
of child restraint systems. You can view the
doc u m ent at: h t tp : / / w w w. c a s a . gov. a u / down-
load/caap/ops/235_2

However, in a serious but po ten ti a lly
su rviva ble acc i den t , su pp l em en t a ry loop
belts do not keep ch i l d ren as safe as adu l t s . In
an accident,a parent holding a child would
fold forw a rd around their own seatbel t . Th e
b a by would be cru s h ed bet ween the paren t’s
chest and thighs. However, the belts protect
babies from being thrown around the cabin
in tu rbu l en ce or in a cra s h . Un der cra s h
con d i ti on s , G forces make a 10 kg child ef fec-
tively weigh 90 kg, a weight impossible for a
parent to hold.

Al t h o u gh the current sys tem has re s tra i n t s
for even the smallest infant, the safest ch oi ce
is for the child to travel in its own seat with
a standard infant-re s traint car seat. Th i s
would give them the same pro tecti on as
adults.

The use of infant seats on certain flights is
a matter bet ween airlines and passen gers ,
h owever, and many child re s traints do not

fit in or cannot be fully sec u red to airc ra f t
seats.

Child seats curren t ly accept a ble in
Au s tralia inclu de those com p lying wi t h
Au s tralian de s i gn standard AS/NZS 1754 for
infant car seats.

These seats must be sec u red in the airc ra f t
in a manner con s i s tent with the manu f ac-
tu rer ’s de s i gn cri teri a . This standard requ i re s
that a top tether, in addition to the fastened
lap bel t , be fitted . However, a i rline seats have
no way of a t t aching the top tet h er, and there
is sel dom any su i t a ble airc raft stru ctu re to
which to fasten it. If the securing of a child
seat in an aircraft involves more than using
the aircraft lap belt,the design of the instal-
l a ti on must be approved as a mod i f i c a ti on
to the airc raft under reg u l a ti on 35 of C A R
1988.

Other seats not requiring a top tether are
also accept a bl e . These inclu de seats accepted
by the US Federal Aviation Administration,
seats approved to Ca n adian Mo tor Veh i cl e
Sa fety Standard , seats accepted by the UK
Civil Aviation Authority and those meeting
Eu ropean Sa fety Standard requ i rem ents of
ECE Regulation 44.

Any child or infant seat must be installed
in accordance with the seat manufacturer’s
instructions. Parents should check with the
a i rline wh en booking to en su re the infant
restraint seat can be correctly secured.

CASA plans to con du ct tests to see if
n ormal Au s tralian child car seats could be
used without the top tether.

“Even without the top restraint,the auto-
m o tive child seat has a good ch a n ce of
providing mu ch bet ter pro tecti on for the
child than is provi ded by a su pp l em en t a ry
l oop bel t ,” s ays David Vi ll i ers , of C A S A’s
airworthiness standards branch.

Th ere is a drawb ack to this approach ,
h owever. Cu rren t ly, infants who travel on
t h eir paren t s’ laps travel free . An infant
re s traint seat occupies an airline seat of i t s
own, for which parents have to pay.

Pro tecti on for ch i l d ren in airl i n ers is a bi g
i s sue worl dwi de . In Ca n ad a , re s e a rch is
u n der way into a ligh t wei gh t , s tow a bl e ,
folding seat made of com po s i te materi a l
that fits into all airc raft seats. An o t h er
i n i ti a tive is a German pro to type call ed the
“tyke tu be” – an inflatable tu be ,f i xed to the
adult passen ger, i n to wh i ch the infant is
p l aced .

The tube is intended to prevent the adult
f rom crushing the infant. G erm a n
re s e a rch ers have also devel oped another
inflatable seat,called a “Luftikid”.

None of the sys tems provi des the same
level of protection as is required for adults,
however, and none is currently approved.
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Baby on board
Parents flying with babies 

face tough decisions, 

writes Helen Waddington. 


