SHORT FINAL

Blue skies ahead

With current trends suggesting a worldwide shortage of licensed aircraft
maintenance engineers, one teenager looks set for a brilliant career.

avid Sinclair, 19, completed high
D school at the NSW South Coast

fishing town of Eden in physics,
maths, engineering science and computer
studies in 1999.

Now he is an apprentice avionics mainte-
nance engineer with Capital Aircraft
Services in Canberra.

When he finishes his apprenticeship in a
little over three years, he will be looking at a
starting salary of around $40,000 a year,
with prospects of moving quite quickly
ahead — even up to $80,000, depending on
the level of licence and further experience.

As a kid he was always interested in elec-
tronics, and loved fiddling with electronics
sets. It’s a classic case of the hobby that is
turning into a career.

It was in Year 11 that David decided he
would go with either electronics or
computing. He looked at a career with
Defence, but decided to go private after
talking it over with his parents.

When he found out that there are not
enough avionics apprentices going through
the system to keep up with demand, he
didn’t need much extra prompting.

He mounted a full-on campaign to get
what he wanted.

“l typed in a search of the internet under
avionics, and came up with a list of compa-
nies doing the work in Sydney, Canberra and
Melbourne,” he said.

Then he contacted each company asking if
they had a position for an apprentice. He
sent out dozens of letters, and followed them
up with phone calls and e-mails. He got a
lot of knockbacks, but he was persistent.

And it was David’s persistence, according
to Jake Jansen, service manager at Capital
Aircraft Services, which paid off in the end.
Jake says that the company had not really
thought about hiring an apprentice until
David contacted them. At first they knocked
him back because they didn’t think they
needed an apprentice at that stage.

But David kept in touch with them.
Would they think about him if they decided
to take on an apprentice sometime in the
future?

When Capital Aircraft Services found its
work expanding, it was natural for them to
contact David and offer him an apprentice-
ship. He started this year.

The apprenticeship combines formal
study with work experience. David travels
to Sydney at the company’s expense to
attend an avionics course at Southern
Sydney Institute of TAFE. The course is done
in four-week blocks.

David says it’s quite demanding, but the
class sizes are small — there are only four
students — so you get a lot of attention from
the teacher.

So what’s David’s advice on scoring an
apprenticeship?

“Write to everyone. Keep making the
effort and keep in contact. If an apprentice-
ship does come up then you've got a good
chance.”

Even more important, according to David,
is to start early. He reckons that means you
need to decide in year 11 what you want to
do.

With a world-wide shortage of avionics
maintenance engineers, an apprenticeship
in aircraft avionics looks like a good move.
And because there are currently not enough
apprentices going through the system to
keep up with the demand the prospects look
good for some time to come.
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Flight crew examinatio
schedule 2000/20¢

Exam type

CPL
(And the following

Closing date

1 December
12 January

Exam date

19 December
30 January

conversion exams:
CAOS, CHOS,
CACV, CHCV)

ATPL 12 January 6/7/8 February
(And the following 9 March 3/4/5/April
conversion exams:

AHOS and AAOS)

IREX 1 December 18 December
12 January 29 January

Develop Your

Aviation Gareer

Study by Distance Education

Graduate Diploma & Masters
in Air Transportation Management
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Call: (D3) 9214 5066

WOMEN
_AVIATION

S:econd Asia Pacific
WOMEN IN AVIATION

Conference
Canberra
25 March — 28 March 2001
in conjunction with the Australian Women Pilots’
Association (AWPA) Annual General Meeting
29 March -1 April 2001
Key speakers include:
= Robyn Williams - first female RAAF test pilot
= Allana Arnot - helicopter pilot and author
= Polly Vacher - flying her single-engine aircraft solo
around the world
Education sessions, workshops, flying activities
and social gatherings
Both conferences are open to all women and men
involved in aviation. Partners welcome.
For more information email: awpa_2001@hotmail.com
or visit our website at www.awpa.org.au

CASA HOTLINE

Confidential

If someone is
putting safety at
risk you should
do something
about it.

Call Rob Elder on

1800 074737

All reports are strictly confidential.



CASA Safety products

VISUAL PILOT GUIDES - FIXED WING BROCHURES
Sydney Basin ] Dangerous Goods
Melbourne [] See and Avoid
Archerfield [] Becoming a LAME

Piston Engine Overhauls

Piston Engine Cylinders
GUIDES Propeller Stone Damage
Time in your tanks — Fuel Management Suspected Unapproved Parts
A Pilot’s Guide to Aircraft Maintenance Scat/Sceat Hoses

]
L
Chief Pilot Guide [ Turbine Engines — Water Washing
Air Displays — Safety & Admin Arrangements [ Becoming a Pilot

R e ][] []

To order from CASA: See below

TO ORDER Please tick and send with details to CASA: GPO Box 2005, Canberra, ACT, 2601 AUSTRALIA.

Name: Address:

Print Post Approved 381677-00644
If undeliverable please return to:
CASA ARN Update Team

GPO Box 2005, Canberra, ACT, 2601 POSTAGE
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AUSTRALIA

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS?

We are now using a new mailing list. Do we have your correct mailing address?
Fill out the details below and post in an envelope (no stamp required) to:
Reply Paid 744, CASA ARN Update Team, GPO Box 2005, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia

New address for delivery of this magazine: New address for other CASA mail:
Name Name

Address Address

ARN no. Postcode ARN no. Postcode
Phone Fax Phone Fax

Your signature Your signature

(or authorised agent) (or authorised agent)



